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7 May 1971

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Lawrence R. Housftaon
- Genaeral Counsel

. SUBJECT : Opium Traffic and CIj

1. This memorandum is for your information and 1is
forwarded at the instruction of Mr. Karamessines.

2. Mr. Andrew Tartaglino, BNDD's Assistant Director
for Enforcement, telephoned me yesterday morning and
complained about false statements concerning narcotic
traffic in Southeast Asla attributed to Connecticut Cone
gressman Robert Steele by Jack Anderson 1n his column of
5 May 1971,

3 Mr. Tartaglino explained that BNDD Director
Ingersoll and he bricfed Congressman Steele pefore Steele
left Washington on his recent trip to Southeast Asla.
BNDD slso had thelr representative in Saigon brief him
on the narcotics situation, Now BNDD reads statements
atiributed to Congressman Steele that are incorrect and
- olearly from other sources than BNDD. ;

4, I told Mr. Tartaglino that Congressman Steele
may be incorrectly quoted., If not, he is making false
charges againat CIA.

5e Mr. Tartagline is trying to arrange a neeting
“with Congressman Steele on 10 May 1971 so he can ask him
1if he has been misquoted. If he has not been, BNDD will
sok him for any detalls and sources who can substantiate
his charges. Mr. Tartaglino will tell him that BNDD has
no information to support allepations that Alr Amerlca is
being used to transport narcotics.
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6. Mr. Tartaglino will take along to thls meetlng
his Intelligence Chief, Mr. John Parker. This 18 a good
move because Mr. Parker is one of BNDD's brightest and
best informed officers, is noted for his candor, and will
gpesk up about the excellent support that CIA gives BNDD
across the board in their effort to suppress illegal drug
- traffic.

Te If the meeting with Congresasman Steele taokes
. place, I will send along Mr. Parkert's account of it.
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD

CIa DOES NOT SMUGGLE OPIUM

HON. CHARLES 5. GUBSER

OF CSLIFORMNTIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 28, 1972

Mr. GUBSER. Mr. Speaker, oice again
there has been an upsurge i charges
alleging direct CIA involvement in drug
traffic in Southeast Asia. These allepa-
tions have proven false in the past. Losb

year I personally looked inte simiiar.

charges and I am satisfled myself that
they were without substance. Moreover,
in April 197F, Mr. Richard Helnis, Di-
rector of Central Intellipence, made s
bublic categorical denial of Agency in-
volvement in drug trafic before the
American Soaiety of Newspaper Fditars.
He has personally reaffirmed this denial
bo me. What the facts actually dem-

" onstrated was that the CIA is cooperating

closely with other Governrnent apencies
In a concerted effort to curb the world
drug traffic. The eforts of these U.S.
agencies are designed to persuade coun-
tries, which for centuries have accepted
the growth or local consumption of Dlicit
drugs, to take stringent steps azainst
sueh practices. They are also cooperating
to eliminate the flow of these drugs into
the United States,

Most recently, Mr. Alfred McCoy, a
graduate student who is abous to pub-

lishh a book on the drug trafic in South-:

east Asla, has made the same charges

. against the CIA. In early June, he aired

nis charges before a Senaie subcome
ndtber and received considerable pub-
Uelty. Immedistely after AMr. MeCoy's
testimony, Mr. Nelson Gross, senior ad-
viser Lo the Secretary of Siate and o
ordinator for Infemmationnl Narcotics
Mavters, publicly and in detaill refuted
My, MceCoy's charges, I regret that these
allegations have been given further Pl
Heity ia a statement by a Member of
this body when he published in the
CONGRESSIONAL RECoRD of June 27, a let-
ter. e has divected to Mr. Heims, re-
questing an investigation of the allega-

-flons made by Mr, McCoy.

Mr. Speaker, Director Helms' denial of
chorges that CIA has been involved in
the drug traffic has been coniirmed by
other seniory U8, Government officials,
There has been no substance to the
¢harges that have been leveled and it is
most regretiable that the CYA must be
the continual target of a tactic which
serves to undermine posttive efforts that
are belng taken under difficult circurn-
stances to curb drug traficking. Those
few who promote false accusations to the
contrary undermine the good work that
is being done and the personal integrity
of high officials of our Government. T can
assure the Members of this body and all
American citizens that our Government
& commnitted 100 percent to solving the
drug problerm.

~ Extensions of Remarks

Approved For Release 2006/07/21 : CIA-RDP75B00380R000300080004-1

Mr. Speaker, while it Is unforiunate
that shese old charges have been publice
Iy aired again, I belleve that Mr. felms®
letter of June 28 on this subject should
&lso be included in the Rucorn:

. CENTAAL INTELLIGEMCE AGENCY,
OFFICE OF THE DIRicrog,
June 28, 1972.
Hon, Les Asriw,
House of Representatives,
Washington, D2,

Duar Mr. Aspin: The Congressional 2ecord

of June 27, 1972, carries s letter addressed
to me by you announcing your relesse of
“substantial new evidence that indlestss U.8.
pilota ilytng CIA operated helicopter: have
been smuggling oplum inside Laos.”
"I heve yet to receive your letter. Peading
its receipt, however, T shall hegin a therough
inveatigation of this alleged “new eviience”
and will advise you in due course of tie re~
sults. In this connection, I cail fo your at=
tention the testimony of Mr. Nelson Tross,
Benior Advisor to the Secretary of State and
Coordinator for International Narcotice Mat-
ters, before the Congressional Inguiry Re-
garding Interuational Navcotics Trafiis on
June 9, 1972, He there quoted the Alr ATKDT -
ice. Managing Divector’s statement that Mr.
Alived MeCoy's sllegablon before the ¥For-
eign Operations Subcoramnittee of the Eennte
Appropriations Committee that Alr Anerles
afvcealt have besn trangporting opium in
Northern Laos on a regulac basis {s “uuterly
and absolutely false.”

In the interim, ¥ wish to relterate strongly
what I have seid publicly to the Awmerica
Soctety of Newspaper Editors:

“There Is the srrant nonsense that the
Central Inielligence Agency is somehow n-
volved in the world drug tradic. We are not,
As fathers, we are ng concerned about the
Mves of our children and grawdchildren as
are ail of you., As an Agency, in faci. we
dare heavily engaged In tracing the Toreign
roots of the drug trafle for the Bureau of
Karcotics and Dangerous Drugs, We hope wa
Bra helping with a solution:; we know we
are not contrlbuting to the problem.”

In addition, you will have 1o doubt noticed
i the Congressional Hecord of June 2, :971,.
that Congressman Charies Gubser cited o
letter from Mr. John Ingersoll, Director of
the Bureau of Narcotics and  Dongeous
Drugs, atiesting to the fact that this Agency

hag faken & great nuwmber of steps agasnnt
the narcoslos krade, Further, we nhave ic-
susd the strongest nstructions, and bave
most vigorously enforced thern, 6o prob.bis
any inadvertent use of CIA facilities by var-
cotics smaegglers,

Iu the light of these well-established posie
tlone, we And it disappeinting to be s.6-
Jected to the type of public atlegatilon rop-
resented by graduate student MeCoy's as-
sertions of “new evidenes,” the Innuendo i
which can only dishearten CIA personnel of
honor and integrity workiug against thls
neferious trade.

I have taken the lberty of send ing a ecpy
of this lettor to Congresstoan Gubser ba-
cause of his intersst in these mattars,

Bincerely,
Ryoxarpd WeLMs, Director
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